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I can’t believe it is me for our Second Chalkdown Newsle er.   Where 
did the last 12 months go?  It has been another very exci ng year with 
several new independent riders joining us, as well as a lovely new 
group of children from Five-Acre Wood School. We have a ended 
workshops, hosted courses, received awards, taken part in events, 
created our own merchandise and fund raised and baked cakes for 
England!    

Since January we  have welcomed another 12 new volunteers into the 
group and we are also very grateful to have the use of another 
wonderful horse, Tinker, brought to us each week by his owner Claire.    

….. And just recently Mini Maverick has joined us as the 
perfect li le pony for some of our new ny riders.   Thank you 
to Ka e for loaning him to us each week.    

A few weeks ago I was deeply touched by an email from the mother of one of our newest li le riders.  She 
wrote : 

 “Just wanted to send you a quick message to say;  thank you from the bo om of my heart for making  “D”  
feel safe, confident & smile.  You really are amazing people and I'm so grateful for him to have this 
opportunity.”

I too want to thank you all for your warmth of heart and generosity of spirit.   Together we can help to 
enrich the lives of our wonderful riders.   

Pauline Roestenburg, Chair 

And I’m delighted to now  share some happy memories of 2018

THE SNOW ARRIVED
When the Beast from the East swept in earlier this year we were well 
stocked up with feed and bedding for all our horses and we only had to 
cancel one RDA session in March. We couldn’t resist including this photo of 
Shetland pony “Magic” knee deep in snow and wondering where all the 
grass had gone.    Magic is one of two Shetlands who keep Fenella and Lara 
company at the livery yard in Staplehurst 



HICKSTEAD
In May, just when we thought the weather had improved, we took three of our riders to 
Hickstead for the RDA SE Regional Dressage Qualifiers to watch other RDA Groups and to be 
inspired. As the rain started coming down in stair rods we all managed to squeeze into the 
Chalkdown Gazebo – we didn’t know you could get so many people into one ny space.     
Despite the weather we will definitely be going again next year, when we will be compe ng 
with all the other groups. 

HACKING OUT
Eventually the wonderful long summer arrived and we had lots of sunny hacks along the 
country lanes. One of our regular routes is now down the track to the local nursing home 
where the residents wave to us and some come out to greet our riders and ponies. One of our 
riders said going out in the sunshine on the pony was her best experience for years and she 
was able to forget all about her disabili es for half an hour. 



TRACTORFEST
We do love The Biddenden Tractorfest!    We took 
an even bigger stand this year with two gazebos 
and once again Lara was the star of the show.     
Emma plaited a Collec on pot into Lara’s mane, 
and she was our perfect ambassador mee ng 
hundreds of members of the public. It was a 
fantas c fundraising event for us again and 
Tractorfest have generously included us in their 
Charity Dona ons 2018.    

AWARDS HAT TRICK
I was rendered uncharacteris cally speechless 
at the SE Annual Conference in October when 
Chalkdown won three awards.    Susie received 
a 25 Years Long Service Award and Helena was 
awarded the Titan Trophy for SE Rider of 
outstanding achievement.     Also, thank you to 
everyone for nomina ng me for SE Volunteer 
of the Year – much subterfuge must have been 
going on behind my back. It was a very proud 
moment for me to receive this recogni on, but 
it is an award which I share with every 
Chalkdown volunteer. 



BODIAM DRESSAGE TASTER DAY
In November, our volunteer Karen 
Whi aker organised for four of our 
ponies and two of our riders to 
complete a lead dressage taster test 
at the fabulous Bodiam Interna onal 
Arena. Karen took Merlin for Robert 
to ride and Marika rode Tinker, as 
both horses are used to a ending 
events.  

Our volunteers Paige and Emma 
Hogan rode Lara and Charlie just to 
see how they behaved as they are 
not used to compe ng. All in all it 
was a terrific success and we hope to 
do it again in the new year in 
prepara on for our trip to Hickstead 
in May.     

And finally here is the 
line up of some of our 
volunteers, pulled out 
of their lunch break 
the other day, at 
Duckhurst Farm whilst 
Colin had his super-
duper camera handy. 
Lots of lovely smiling 
faces. 

Thank you to all our generous donors this year including Whitehead Monckton 
Charitable Founda on,  Kent Wildlife Trust, Biddenden Tractorfest,  The Golden Bo le 

Trust,  Sue and Lawrence Mar n, Persimmon Community Champions,  Holly Douglas’ Sky 
Dive, John Lewis Community Ma ers,  Weald of Kent Ploughing Match,  Colin & Alison 
Burgess, Kent Community Founda on, Jayne Simmonds Cream Tea, Makers of Playing 

Cards Charity,  Richmond Farm Steam Fair,  Richard and Julie Mus ll,  Waitrose 
Community Ma ers, Mrs Sally King  


